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Abstract 
Education is an instrument for self-reliance, social reconstruction and 

sustainable development. It is predominant when trying to initiate a change in 

values and attitudes towards sustainability. It's the bridge connecting the past 

to the present and from the present to the future. A deep recognition of the 

significance of an improved educational system is the first step if we are to 

achieve an enhanced sustainable development. Infusing the concepts of 

sustainability throughout learning experiences will help foster that awareness. 

Involvement of administrators, teachers, government, businesses, and non-

governmental organizations working toward common goals will lead to an 

understanding of multiple perspectives and informed decision-making. 

Revitalizing education for sustainable economic and security development will 

help to educate, train and encourage individuals to undertake research in 

order to contribute to the sustainable development of the society. Such 

education will provide the citizens with skills, perspectives, values and 

knowledge to live sustainably in their communities. To function properly in 

this regard, education for sustainable development (ESD) should grow from a 

variety of sources and be delivered through casual, informal, non-formal and 

formal strategies. This paper examines the revitalization of education for 

sustainable economic and security development. Precisely, it investigates what 

education for sustainable development is, revitalization of education for 

sustainable economic and security development, with special emphasis on food 

security, the  importance of revitalization of education for sustainable 

economic and security development and the incorporation of education for 

sustainable development into the curriculum of educational system: 

Implications for the educational administrators. Suggestions for improvements 

were tender for assessment to the government through the Ministry of 

Education and other stakeholders. 
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Introduction 

Education seeks to develop the innate inner capacities of man. By educating an 

individual we attempt to give him some desirable knowledge, understanding, skills, 

interests, attitudes and critical thinking. As an individual in the society, he has to think 

critically about various issues in life and take decisions around them that is free from 

bias, prejudices, superstitions and blind beliefs. Thus, he has to learn all these qualities 

of head, hand and heart through the process of education. According to Aslanbek 

Naziew (2017), "Education is the socially organized and regulated process of 

continuous transference of socially significant experience from previous to following 

generations". The main process of obtaining education is to take a course of training in 

the system of educational institutions. In addition, Zewu Frank (2019), defined 

"Education as the experience gained after perennial process of learning that brings 

development to the life of the individual and the society". In whatever package it comes 

(casual, informal, non-formal or formal), education is a basic instrument of 

development and an important end in itself. This is so because education plays a key 

role in the ability of any developing country to absorb modern technology and to 

develop the capacity for self-sustaining growth and development (Todaro and Smith, 

2009). In order words, education is the master key that unlocks a country’s potentials 

towards national transformation and sustainable national development (Ilechukwu , 

2014). 

Development is a  process that creates growth, progress, positive change or the 

addition of physical, economic, environmental, social and demographic components. 

The purpose of development is to raise  the level and quality of life of the population, 

and the creation or expansion of local regional income and employment opportunities, 

without damaging the resources of the environment (Sid Israel, 2018). All too often, 

development is driven by one particular need, without fully considering the wider or 

future impacts. We are already seeing the destruction this kind of approach can cause, 

from large-scale financial crises caused by irresponsible banking, to changes in global 

climate resulting from our dependence on fossil fuel-based energy sources. 

Sustainability is the capability to maintain, provide for or nourish something for an 

indefinite period without damaging or depleting it.  

Sustainable development is the idea that human societies must live and meet 

their needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs. The “official” definition of sustainable development was developed for the first 

time in the Brundtland Report in 1987. According to the report, sustainable 
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development is the  way of organizing society so that it can exist in the long term. This 

takes into account both the imperatives present and those of the future, such as the 

preservation of the environment and natural resources or social and economic equity 

(Brundtland Commission 2018). Brundtland Report, also known as "Our Common 

Future", gave the most recognized and widely accepted definition of the term 

"sustainable development" in 1987, which is,  “the human ability to ensure that the 

current development meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs” (Youmatter, 2020). This was the first 

widely accepted definition of sustainable development  Let's cautiously investigates 

what education for sustainable development is, revitalization of education for 

sustainable economic and security development, with special emphasis on food security, 

the  importance of revitalization of education for sustainable economic and security 

development and the incorporation of education for sustainable development into the 

curriculum of educational system: Implications for the educational administrators. 

 

Education for Sustainable Development  

From time immemorial, intellectuals have been very much concerned about the 

relationship between education and development. Indeed, political philosophers since 

the time of Plato and Aristotle have affirmed the dictums enunciated in the phrases, “As 

is the state, so is the school”, “what you want in the state, you must put into the school” 

(Akinsanya, 2004). The truism that education is the surest way to sustainably develop 

any people or society needs no contention. Education, as earlier mentioned, is the 

process of imparting and acquiring knowledge, skills, attitudes, values and experiences 

in institutions of learning. The skills so acquired are subsequently applied to sustain 

present and future generation in everyday life. It is the proper nurturing, transmission 

and application of such skills and knowledge that guarantees development and 

sustenance of the society (Abiodun, 2002). Education for Sustainable Development 

(ESD), which is sometime referred to as  Sustainability Education is holistic and 

transformational education which addresses learning content and outcomes, pedagogy 

and the learning environment. It was a United Nations programmes that is defined as 

education that encourages changes in knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to enable a 

more sustainable and just society for all (United Nations Educational, scientific and 

cultural-UNESCO, 2013). It achieves its purpose by transforming society. In addition,  

Education for Sustainable Development means including key sustainable development 
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issues into teaching and learning; for example, climate change, disaster risk reduction, 

biodiversity, poverty reduction, and sustainable consumption, (UNESCO, 2014). It 

empowers learners to take informed decisions and responsible actions for environmental 

integrity, economic viability and a just society for present and future generations, while 

respecting cultural diversity. It is about lifelong learning, and is an integral part of 

quality education. 

 Education for Sustainable Development is design at empowerment and 

equipment of current and future generations in order to meet their needs using a 

balanced and integrated approach to the economic, social and environmental dimensions 

of sustainable development. It is the term most used internationally and by the United 

Nations, (United Nations, 2017). Agenda 21 was the first international document that 

identified education as an essential tool for achieving sustainable development and 

highlighted areas of action for education, (Bernad-Cavero; Olga; Llevot-Calvet; Núria, 

2018). In December 2002, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 57/254 to put 

in place a United Nations Decade of Education for sustainable Development, spanning 

the years 2005 to 2014, with the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) as the lead agency for the Decade (Ilechukwu,  2014). 

 However, this paper focuses on two main areas of development. These are: 

● Security Development  

● Economic Development  

 

Education for Sustainable Security Development With Special Emphasis on Food 

Security  

Security is considered as the most long-lasting desires of mankind. Security can 

be defined as the act of preventing unlawful entrance or exit of a premises. It could also 

be defined in professional terms as the prevention of unlawful possession or to protect a 

person, people or place from attack. It is also the protection of life and properties from 

intruders, attack, trespassers or theft. Security simply implies safety. Apart from 

different definitions that mentioned security, there are several kinds of security: 

physical, food, spiritual, internal, external, individual, social, national, humanistic, 

disciplinary, moral and defensive security. Security is a social action that occurs on the 

political, social and economic issues. However, we shall be focusing on food security 

and it's sustainability.  
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Food security is defined as the availability of food and one's access to it. A 

household is considered food secure when its occupants do not live in hunger or fear of 

starvation (Disabled World, 2015). Stages of food insecurity range from food secure 

situations to full-scale famine. The World Food Summit of 1996 defined food security 

as existing "when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritious food 

to maintain a healthy and active life". The World Food Summit of 1996 defined food 

security as existing "when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, 

nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life" (Food and Agriculture 

Organization - FAO, 2002). Commonly, the concept of food security is defined as 

including both physical and economic access to food that meets people's dietary needs 

as well as their food preferences. Household food security exists when all members, at 

all times, have access to enough food for an active, healthy life. Food security 

incorporates a measure of resilience to future disruption or unavailability of critical food 

supply due to various risk factors including droughts, shipping disruptions, fuel 

shortages, economic instability, and wars.  In most cases, the continuous deprivation 

and degradation of natural resources coupled with increase in population  growth   result  

in food insecurity.  As  opined by Ogunlade (2015), causes of non-availability of food to 

people, especially  in the  developing countries include ignorance and lack of education. 

Many nations strive to achieve food security, but they are faced with various challenges 

such as water security, land degradation, climate change, agricultural diseases, 

government policy/political will, population growth, deforestation, loss of biodiversity 

processing and preservation. Strong interdependencies exist between food security and 

many other parts of a broad sustainable development agenda that addresses questions 

related to inclusive economic development, population dynamics, decent employment, 

social protection, access to clean water, energy, health, sanitation, natural resource 

management and the protection of ecosystems. In otherwords, in order  to  abtain 

sustainable food security, the  equilibrium that exist  in the ecosystem is most likely to 

be  tempered with. However, inbalance in the ecosystem can be helped by adequate 

education of citizenry on the need to  put other areas of development into consideration 

while obtaining food security.  

Sustainable global food security can only be achieved when education is made a 

priority by nations  and their institutions. When properly realized, an improved 

educational system can be a global asset to fight poverty, inequality, insecurity and 

disease. Climate change and the degradation of land, water and biodiversity resources 
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are expected to require changes in production systems. Policies on sustainable food 

security at the national level need to be aligned towards sustainable productivity 

objectives. These policies at the national level have to be transmitted to citizenry 

through structured education. Educating the citizenry will enable them to know 

where/when to draw the line in order to achieve equilibrium in the ecosystem.   

In 2013, Guyana was among 38 countries which met internationally-established 

targets in the fight against hunger, chalking up successes ahead of a deadline set for 

2015. Guyana has satisfied Millennium Development Goal (MDG) Number One: to 

halve the proportion of hungry people. Their progress was measured between 1990 to 

1992 and 2010 to 2012 against benchmarks established by the international community 

at the UN General Assembly in 2000. In addition, the country has also met the more 

stringent World Food Summit (WFS) goal, having reduced by half the absolute number 

of undernourished people between 1990 to 1992 and 2010 to 2012. In recognition of its 

achievement, Guyana and the other countries were honoured at a high-level award 

ceremony at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) headquarters in Rome in 

July, 2013. Guyana’s outstanding achievement in meeting these targets has been, in no 

small measure, due to its commitment to investment in the education/agriculture sector 

(Ministry of Education, Guyana, 2016).  Education must bridge old and new knowledge 

in order to improve teaching and learning in sustainable agriculture for an enhancement 

in food security. It is critical for sustainable agriculture to be integrated in the education 

system, while ensuring that public and private sector agencies and farmers incorporate 

education into all aspects of their programmes and agendas. In otherwords, Sustainable 

food security/development can be achieved through the incorporation of education into 

all aspects of national planning.  

 

Education for Sustainable Economic Development   

Economic development is defined by Wikipedia as "the process by which a 

nation improves the economic, political and social well-being of its people" (DSEDP, 

2018). Greenwood, Daphne, Holt, and Richard, 2010), distinguish economic 

development from economic growth on the basis that economic development " is a 

broadly based and sustainable increase in the overall standard of living for individuals 

within a community", and measures of growth such as per capita income do not 

necessarily correlate with improvements in quality of life. Economic development is a 

wider concept and has qualitative dimensions. Economic development implies 
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economic growth plus progressive changes in certain important variables which 

determine well-being of the people, e.g.: health, education etc. The concept, however, 

has been in existence in the West for centuries. Modernization, Westernisation, and 

especially Industrialisation are other terms people have used while discussing economic 

development. Economic development has a direct relationship with the environment". 

Communities differ in their geographic and political strengths and weaknesses. 

Each community, therefore, will have a unique set of challenges for economic 

development (Economic Development Reference Guide, 2000). However, Prasanna, 

(2016), asserted that "economic development should take place without damaging the 

environment and development in the present should not compromise with the needs of 

the future generations." This concept stresses the role of the environment as capital that, 

if exhausted, cannot be replaced. It requires preservation of human capital, physical 

capital and natural capital. In the course of economic development, the cost of 

environmental damage in the shape of deforestation, land degradation, soil erosion and, 

air and water pollution etc. may exceed the benefits of having more output of goods and 

service. The after effects of environmental damage have already been appearing in the 

form of green house effects, inclement weather, Irregular monsoon, global warming and 

acid rain etc ( Pooja Mehta, 2019).  

This notion of economic development is well captured by Ilechukwu, (2014) 

when they observed that, “in recent times, there has been a paradigm shift to defining 

economic development and the way it is practiced. This paradigm shift resulted in the 

adoption of sustainable economic  development (SED), a concept which was 

highlighted in the Bruntland Report and at the Stockholm Conference of 1972 ( United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa-UNECA, 2012). This shift, according to 

Ahenkan and Osei-Kojo (2014) was borne out of the global link between environmental 

problems and socio-economic concerns and, also because earlier conceptions and 

approaches to development appeared to focus largely on economic and physical wealth 

despite the multi-dimensional and complex nature of development (Bellu, 2011).The 

Bruntland Report defined sustainable economic development as “development that 

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generation 

to meet their own needs”. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD, 2001) as quoted by Ahenkan and OseiKojo (2014) also defines 

sustainable economic development as the development path along the maximization of 

human well-being for today’s generation which does not lead to the decline in the well-
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being of the future generation. These definitions suggest that sustainable economic 

development considers the needs of the future and current generations in tandem, and it 

is rooted in the pursuit of the well-being and welfare of the people (Ahenkan & 

Oseikojo, 2014). Sustainable economic development is therefore concerned with the 

creation and sustenance of the conditions for current and future generations of human to 

live well on this planet.  

The ecosystem provides the factors of production that fuels economic growth: 

land, natural resources, labour, and capital. Sustainable economic development is 

managing these resources in a manner that they will not be depleted and will remain 

available for future generations. While many economists and people disagree about the 

importance of the environment regarding economic activity, the following facts are 

seldom disputed: 

1. The extraction and depletion of natural resources, as well as pollution and 

permanent changes made to the landscape, are caused by economic activities 

and can do harm to the environment. 

2. Must of the costs of the harm created by economic activities are not borne by 

those who cause it but by other people who neither obtain the benefits from the 

economic activity or agree to pay the costs related to it. Pollution is a perfect 

example. Businesses are permitted to pollute to a certain degree. They don't 

have to pay for the pollution, but society does by dirty air, water, and 

contaminated soil that affect the quality of our air, water, and food. This 

pollution can lead to serious health effects, which may reduce the quality of life 

and health of the population. We call a cost borne by someone who did not 

agree to bear it an externality. 

3. Humans live in an ecosystem and cannot survive without it. If we destroy the 

environment, we will eventually destroy ourselves (Shawn Grimsley, 2016). 

Economic development without doubt has its relevance in the scheme of things, 

however, along with its vital roles are the cost of environmental damage hence the need 

for the revitalization of education for sustainability in order not to compromise with the 

needs of the future generations. 

Education for sustainable economic development can  be described as an 

education  that influences growth and restructuring of an economy to enhance the 

economic well being of a community. In the broadest sense, education for sustainable 

economic development encompasses three major areas:  
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 Policies that government undertakes to meet broad economic objectives 

including inflation control, high employment, and sustainable growth.  

 Policies and programmes to provide services including building highways, 

managing parks, and providing medical access to the disadvantaged.  

 Policies and programmes explicitly directed at improving the business climate 

through specific efforts, business finance, marketing, neighbourhood 

development, business retention and expansion, technology transfer, real estate 

development and others.  

Higher Education Academy, (2018) defines Education for Sustainable 

Development as an “interdisciplinary learning methodology covering the integrated 

social, economic, and environmental aspects of formal and informal curriculum".  In the 

International Encyclopaedia of Education, this approach to education is seen as an 

attempt to "shift consciousness toward an ethics of life-giving relationships that respects 

the interconnectedness of man to his natural world" in order to equip future members of 

society with environmental awareness and a sense of responsibility to sustainability, 

(Peterson, Penelope, Baker, Eva, McGaw and Barry, 2010).  This educational ideology 

recognizes modern-day environmental challenges and seeks to define new ways to 

adjust to a changing biosphere, as well as engage individuals to address societal issues 

that come with them. Education for sustainable economic development consequently 

promotes competencies like critical thinking, imagining future scenarios and making 

decisions in a collaborative way, (Marope, Chakroun, and Holmes, 2015). 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO, 

2013) emphasized that, education for sustainable economic development involves: 

Integrating key sustainable development issues into teaching and learning. This may 

include, for example, instruction about climate change, disaster risk reduction, 

biodiversity, and poverty reduction and sustainable consumption. It also requires 

participatory teaching and learning methods that motivate and empower learners to 

change their behaviours and take action for sustainable economic development. The 

main goal of education for sustainable economic development is to encourages changes 

in knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to enable a more sustainable and just society 

for all. Hence the quest for revitalised or renewed ways of educating the citizenry.  
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The Importance of Revitalizing Education for Sustainable Economic and Security 

Development  

Revitalizing education is an essential tool for achieving a more sustainable 

world. This was emphasised at the UN World Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 where 

the reorientation of current education systems was outlined as key to sustainable 

development. Education for sustainable development (ESD) promotes the development 

of the knowledge, skills, understanding, values and actions required to create a 

sustainable world, which ensures environmental protection and conservation, promotes 

social equity and encourages economic sustainability (United Nations, 2002)  

The graduates leaving universities now are entering a very different world from 

that encountered by their forebears, even a decade or so ago. It is pronounced by 

uncertainty, complexity and rapid change, manifested through a bewildering array of 

global issues relating to economic instability, climate change, inequity, loss of 

biodiversity, security challenge  and migration, to mention a few, (Stephen Sterling, 

2014). While sustainable development can be promoted through policy instruments, 

these tend to be effective for only as long as they are applied. Education can enhance 

the effectiveness of each of these instruments through developing informed 

engagement, agency and empowerment among all affected stakeholders. Education 

which is one of the principles for sustainable economic and security development 

presupposes that the society needs educated and environmentally aware citizenry and 

workforce to help guide nations in the implementation of sustainable development 

goals. The importance of education in sustainable economic and security development 

can be summarized as follows: 

1. An improved education package is paramount when trying to enable a change 

in values and attitudes towards sustainability. The report of UN’s World 

Commission on Environment and Development  of 1987 recognized that 

“sustainable development requires changes in values and attitudes towards 

environment and development” and that education plays a central role in 

achieving those changes in values and attitudes (Sims & Falkenberg, 2013).  

2. Education for sustainable economic and security development involves learning 

how to make decisions that considers the long term future of the economy, 

ecology and equity of all communities. United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation argues that education has a special responsibility to 

generate the knowledge needed as well as communicate this knowledge to 
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decision makers and the public at large (UNESCO, 2003). As a result, the body 

calls on all relevant stakeholders to review the programmes and curricula of 

schools and universities, in order to better address the challenges and 

opportunities of sustainable development.  

3. Education empowers people for their roles in society. Formal education cannot 

implement education for sustainable development alone, because education for 

sustainable development is a life-long process, the formal, non-formal and 

informal education sectors should work together to accomplish education for 

sustainable development goals and objectives (Ilechukwu [2014]).  

4. Education for sustainable economic and security development functions to 

educate, train and undertake research to contribute to the sustainable 

development of the society, for example, the training of people in monitoring of 

targets and detection of sustainable concerns and graduates with skills, 

knowledge and attitudes to make sustainability contribution (Bedawy, 2014). 

5. To enhance learning about sustainable economic and security development 

different teaching methodologies should be adopted throughout all levels of the 

educational strata. Methods that will help disseminate information quickly and 

easily to learners should be applied and should be combined with other methods 

for effectiveness.  

6. Educational institutions play a leading role in building more sustainable 

societies and creating new paradigms as they have the mission to promote 

development through both teaching and research. Therefore, teacher education 

is seen as an important actor or agent of change in promoting the social, 

security, economic and environmental values of sustainable development in the 

society (Johnson, 2007). 

Additionally, Alyssa Abel (2019) advocated that society needs eco-innovation 

and a sustainable focus more than ever before. Here’s what education for sustainable 

development teaches students and why educational environments should make it  a 

priority. 

 Mutuality between Humans and the Ecosystem.   

The ecosystem provides our nourishment, sustenance and shelter, giving us 

everything we need to survive and yet its part in human lives is increasingly ignored. 

Trees provide lumber, food sources and oxygen, and they support various ecosystems in 

addition to humans. The water cycle would fall to disruption without them, causing 
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extremes like droughts and massive flooding. And yet forests have declined by 32% 

since the rise of the industrial era, with 15 billion cut down every year. Deforestation 

also accounts for 13% of global fossil fuel emissions. The ocean also makes our 

survival possible by regulating weather patterns and producing more than 50% of our 

planet's oxygen. However, the oceans and other bodies, has become increasingly 

polluted with plastic, oil and toxins, killing off the marine life. 

While modern society often strays from nature, humanity and the environment 

are inextricably intertwined and to prevent further carelessness and damage to our 

ecosystem, it’s important to show students that although economic and security 

development is essential, the environment is very significant.  

 The Equality Between Environment and Society 

Educating an adolescent how to identify environmentally friendly companies 

and develop their own sustainable business endeavours can lead to a more eco-friendly 

societal future. Consumers of decades past often didn't know how economic and 

security development affected the earth, but that's changing fast. Sustainability affects 

the economy as much as it does ecosystems. In turn, economic/security development 

has a pronounced impact on the environment.  

 Prolonged Life Skills 

Environmental programmes like agriculture labs and sustainable projects 

encourage students to re-think their relationship with the environment and develop eco-

friendly skills and habits for their futures. Kids will learn to grow their own food, 

conserve resources and choose sustainable products but early sustainable education can 

also have a profound impact on their life pathways (Alyssa Abel, 2019)  

 Regard for the Planet 

The earth is the only home the next generation has and learning more about it is 

essential to keeping it alive. Respect for our planet means learning its history, functions 

and what it needs to prosper. With the rapid economic and security development 

growing all over the world, the children/teenagers should be taught the implications of 

this development on the environment.    What children learn in school shapes them for 

the rest of their lives.  

 Advance Preparation and Adaptation 

Today's planet won't be the same only decades from now. Predictions don’t 

bode well, but education can both prepare students for future changes and give them the 

tools to prevent further damage. If teachers, professors and parents educate their 
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students now, we'll give them the ability to survive in an unknown future landscape. 

More importantly, today’s students may go on to become future scientists, researchers 

and activists who will work to protect our resources. (Alyssa Abel, 2019) . 

 

Incorporation of Education for Sustainable Economic and Security Development 

into the Curriculum of the Educational System: Implications for School 

Administrators.  

The successful integration of education for sustainable development into the 

formal educational system is primarily the function of the school administrator. If 

She/he does it as expected then it will be a pivot/central pillar on which sustainable 

development (whether economic, security, political etc.) will thrive. Approaches used 

for  the incorporation of education for sustainable development are: 

 Inclusion of all School Components /Institution Approaches. 

The whole-school approach requires active and participatory learning. This 

requires the entire school (students, teachers, administrators etc) to be actively engaged 

in working toward a sustainable school or institution that can sustainably utilise 

resources available to it with little environmental impact which leads to sustainable 

societies. The administrator is the first among equals, he/she has a major role  in the 

implementation of whole-school approach. The school administrator has to organise 

proper implementation of the established curriculum. The whole-school approach for  

education for sustainable development is the incorporation of teaching and learning for 

sustainable development in the formal education sector, not only through the aspects of 

the curriculum, but also through practical sustainable school operations such as 

integrated governance, stakeholder and community involvement, long-term planning, as 

well as sustainability monitoring, evaluation and continual development. Through 

community involvement, schools and communities will both benefit from the skills and 

learning opportunities available within their specific environments (Ministry of 

Education, Guyana, 2016).  

 Institutional Capacity 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations 

Disaster Risk Reduction Offices (UNISDR) define institutional capacity as the 

capability of an institution to set and achieve social and economic goals, through 

knowledge, skills, systems, and institutions (Institute for transportation and 

development policy, 2016). Since education for sustainable development is an emerging 
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and changing concept, there is need for institutional capacity building nationally. 

Langar, Odeck and Bjorvig( 2007), define institutional capacity building (ICB) as the  

process of acquiring resources (human, financial, networks, knowledge, systems and 

culture) and integrating them in a way that leads to change in individual behaviour and 

ultimately to more efficient and effective operations of institutions and organizations. 

The successful implementation of education for sustainable development will require 

responsible, accountable, capable administrators and expertise within and among 

institutions.  

 Curriculum Reorientation 

The curriculum that now exists does not capture all of the essential elements of 

sustainability. An established curriculum model, which has the flexibility to include 

inter and intra-national diversity, should be selected for use by the school/Institution 

administrator. This is necessary since education for sustainable development is site- 

specific and quality education requires content relevant to the students’ individual 

environments. For example, the use of natural resources for education through field 

trips and understanding of the natural environment will allow better appreciation for the 

need for sustainability. This in turn will protect those natural resources under threat. 

Monitoring and evaluation of the institutional changes that lead to capacity building by 

the administrator is necessary because of the changing nature of the local and 

international factors which influence the achievement of sustainability. 

 Culture as a Key Influence on Human Conduct and Environment. 

Education for Sustainable Development must be addressed through an 

understanding of the culture specific to a particular place, since culture is the lens 

through which development issues are viewed. Hence the quest for an experienced and 

effective administrator. It's important to note that the understanding and inclusion of 

culture will better informs and contextualises sustainable development (Ministry of 

Education, Guyana, 2016). 

 

Conclusion  

Education for sustainable development is the process of achieving sustainable 

development, be it economic development, human development, security development 

and environmental protection and conservation. The concept of education for 

sustainable development, evolved largely from environmental education, which has 

sought to develop the knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and behaviours in people to 
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care for their environment. Sustainable development should be mainstreamed into all 

areas of education and training. In this regard administrators, teachers and trainers 

should be well equipped with the knowledge, skills and attitudes required for adequate 

education of the society. Revitalization of the education for sustainable economic and 

security  development in this season of rapid Industrialisation  cannot be underscore as 

it would lead to more awareness of the ecosystem by the citizenry.  

 

Suggestions for Improvement 

1) Integrate education for sustainable development with special stress on economic 

and security development across the primary and secondary curriculum: It is 

important to fully integrate education for sustainable development in curricula 

across all subjects and within a clear framework.  

2) Present-day sustainable development education should focused on diversity of 

issues such as health, human rights, conflict resolution, security, ethics, gender, 

economic development,  poverty alleviation, environmental sustainability etc. 

3) Provide professional training for administrators, teachers etc, to ensure 

education for sustainable economic and security development policy 

implementation.  

4) Education for Sustainable economic and security development issues/concepts 

should be taught formally and informally in ways that they become the core of 

people’s lives. 

5) Students, community members, professionals and practitioners should be 

encouraged to develop skills necessary for sustainable development. 

6) The revitalization of existing education at all levels to include principles, skills, 

perspectives and values of sustainable development. 

7) School administrators should adopt education for sustainable development 

management practices with special emphasis on economic and security 

development, in order to complement and support the concept in the 

curriculum. 

8) School administrators also need to adopt new management practices and 

structures, such as different time schedules in schools. 

9)  More research is needed to identify best practices.  
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